1.  You'll reflect on the role that pop culture has played in constructing your sense of the American Dream.
Consider your associations with terms like success, freedom, hard work, wealth, self-made, individualism, competition, meritocracy, equality, ambition, materialism, achievement. What movies, music, books, shows, or games come to mind? Is there a particular story or character or cultural trend that epitomizes some aspect of the American Dream in your mind?
Think about either:
A. a specific artifact of popular culture that has impacted your view of the American Dream. (Note: This might be an artifact that helped you shape what to aspire to, or one that warned of potential pitfalls or obstacles.) Example: Breaking Bad, World of Warcraft, "Boulevard of Broken Dreams"
B. a pop cultural development or trend that has impacted your view of the American Dream. Example: the rise of makeover shows, superhero movies.
In a full and thoughtful paragraph, explain what you chose and how or in what way it shaped or illustrated something about the American Dream for you. 

2. What the American Dream Sounds Like
Time to make a playlist.

But first, we need to do some reflecting about our associations with term “American Dream.”

First, jot down six characteristics that you associate with the American Dream 
For example: “equal pay for equal work” or “you can be anything you set your mind to” or “luck is needed”
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
Then, identify 4 different factors that might influence your personal conception of the “American Dream”—political, social, economic, cultural, geographical, generational, technological, religious, gendered etc. For each, briefly explain how these shape or personalize your conception.
For example: as a Midwesterner, I grew up with an emphasis on being hard-working but also overly nice; cutthroat ambition makes me anxious
1.
2.
3.
4.
What are the sounds of the American Dream to you? What music best matches what you know, feel, believe about this country (and in particular, what success in America means)?

First, put together your playlist. List 6-10 songs in the space below:
1. , 2. , 3. ,  4. , 5. , 6. 

Then, write about your playlist. You might choose to explore the overall theme of your playlist, highlighting a few songs to explain how they fit, or you might choose to zoom in and focus on just one particular song or one particular artist who represents something vital to your conception or experience of the American Dream.

Use this exercise as a chance to be creative. Have fun. Write in your own voice.
 
My American Dream Sounds Like [fill in the blank]


Write here. Be detailed and thoughtful and connect your own experiences with what you’re writing about. Don’t skimp. Use examples from the song’s lyrics, where applicable.
